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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 32 and 50 are objected to because of the following informalities: The 
word "polling" is mis-spelled. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 30-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Rinchiuso et al. (US 20040196861 A1). 

Consider claims 30, 40, 44, 50, 51 and 56, Rinchiuso discloses a method of 
polling in a packet-based data communications system, said communications system 
comprising a base station system (100) polling connected user equipment (113) 
wherein said polling is performed according to: a first type of polling allowing said user 
equipment to choose whether or not to transmit a user data packet to the base station 
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system in response to reception of polling of the first type (see [0022], [0025], [0056] - 
As explained in [0022], the polling illustration is done from the base station to the 
remote unit, but the same can be performed from the remote unit to the base station in 
a similar manner. So the remote unit enters a suspended state monitoring the paging 
channel for polling from the base station. This is consistence with a first type of polling). 
Rinchiuso also teaches a complementary second type of polling requiring the user 
equipment to transmit a user data packet or a dummy data packet to the base station 
system in response to reception of polling of the second type (see fig. 11, [0025], 
[0057] - Corresponding to a second type of polling, the base station 100 requires the 
remote unit 113 to send a dummy data if no data is available to keep the channel up). 



Consider claims 31 , 41 and 46, Rinchiuso teaches base station system performs 
polling according to the first type on a first logical channel, and performs polling 
according to the complementary second type on a second logical channel (see fig. 7, 
[0049] - The base station assigned logical channels for polling and control purposes 
LLC) 



Consider claims 32, 42, 47, 52 and 55, Rinchiuso teaches the base station 
system transmits polling information to said user equipment, said information enabling 
the user equipment to identify the polling type of the received polling (see [0022], [0057] 
- In [0022], the remote unit is in a suspended state listening to polling request from the 
base station, but the remote units is taking no action if not data is to be transmitted. In 
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[0056], the remote unit will transmit a dummy block if not data is available on a 
response to a polling request from the base station. The above mentioned procedures 
allow the remote unit to distinguish between one type of polling and the other). 

Consider claims 33, 43 and 48, Rinchiuso teaches polling information from the 
base station system is based on a current radio traffic situation in the communication 
system (see [0056], [0057] - The base station periodically polls the remote unit to check 
on transmission status). 

Consider claim 34, Rinchiuso teaches first type comprises polling with an upstate 
flag and said second type comprises polling with a control block (see [0022], [0057] - In 
[0022], the remote unit is in a suspended state listening to polling request from the base 
station, but taking no action is not data is to be transmitted. In [0056], the remote unit 
will transmit a dummy block if not data is available on a response to a polling request 
from the base station. The above mentioned procedures allow the remote unit to 
distinguish between one type of polling and the other). 

Consider claims 35, 49 and 58, Rinchiuso teaches the communications system is 
selected from at least one of: a General Packet Radio Service (GPRS) communication 
system, an Enhanced GPRS (EGPRS) communication system, a GPRS Enhanced 
Data rates for GSM (Global System for Mobile communications) Evolution (EDGE) 
communications system, a Wideband Code Division Multiple Access (W-CDMA) 
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communications system, a CDMA2000 communications system, a Wireless Local Area 
Network (W-LAN) communications system (see [0019]). 

Consider claim 36, Rinchiuso teaches wherein said user equipment in response 
to reception of said polling of the second type transmits a user data packet to the base 
station system if said user data packet is available for transmission in the user 
equipment, otherwise the user equipment transmits the dummy data packet (see fig. 11, 
[0056]). 

Consider claim 37, Rinchiuso teaches wherein said user data packet comprises 
user payload data and said dummy data packet comprises data enabling the base 
station system to identify the user equipment (see fig. 1 1 , [0056], [0057] - Whenever a 
remote unit communicates with a base station in a packet-data system, the data sent 
from the remote unit contains the id of the remote unit). 

Consider claim 38, Rinchiuso teaches wherein said user equipment in response 
to reception of said polling of type one shall send a user data packet to the base station 
system if said user data packet is available for transmission in the user equipment (see 
[0025] - the remote unit enters a suspended state monitoring the paging channel for 
polling from the base station and transmit data only when the data is available). 
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Consider claim 39, Rinchiuso teaches wherein said user equipment in response 
to reception of said polling of type one shall send no data packet, neither user data 
packet nor a dummy data packet to the base station system if said user data packet is 
not available for transmission in the user equipment (see [0025] - the remote unit enters 
a suspended state monitoring the paging channel for polling from the base station and 
transmit data only when the data is available, otherwise, it remains in the suspended 
state). 

Consider claims 45 and 57, Rinchiuso teaches wherein said base station system 
comprises third means adapted for analyzing the current radio traffic situation in the 
communications system and for determining which type of polling to transmit (see fig. 6, 
[0046] - The base station can use a data limit as a third means for using another polling 
type). 

Consider claim 53, Rinchiuso teaches wherein said equipment further comprises 
a buffer unit for storing user data packets awaiting transmission, (see [0022], [0031] - 
As explained in [0022], the polling illustration is done from the base station to the 
remote unit, but the same can be performed from the remote unit to the base station in 
a similar manner. The buffer shown in [0031] would correspond to the remote unit when 
the remote unit is transmitting the data). 

Consider claim 54, Rinchiuso teaches wherein said first means and said second 
means are adapted to check if there are any user data packets in the buffer in response 
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to polling from the base station system (see [0031], [0056] - The base station will 
periodically give the remote unit a chance to transmit data. This means that the remote 
unit will transmit any available data (buffered or current) to the base station on polling 
request from the base station). 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Marcos Batista, whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
5209. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00am to 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Lun-Yi Lao can be reached at (571 ) 272-7671 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273- 
8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-3028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571)272-2600. 

Marcos Batista 
/M. B./ 
03/06/2008 
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